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the priesthood auxiliary movement
1928 1938
richard

0

cowan

while reviewing the chronology in the sunday school handbook I1 was surprised to learn that priesthood classes were conducted
with the sunday school not too many years ago even though I1 had
studied twentieth century church history extensively I1 had never
heard of this combination most latter day saints regard priesthood
correlation as a phenomenon beginning in the 1960s but 1I was
amazed to learn that many correlation principles were emphasized
during the 1930s
restructur
the decade 1928 1938 witnessed a series of extensive restructure
ings of church activities and meetings most of these changes combined formerly separate priesthood activities with either the sunday
school or mutual improvement association hence the name
priesthood auxiliary movement major features of this relatively
unknown movement have continued to influence the church the
significance of these developments is most apparent when they are
viewed as a continuation of even earlier efforts at correlation

antecedents
although priesthood quorums and the auxiliaries were established during the nineteenth century there was a substantial increase
in the programs and activities sponsored by these organizations during the opening years of the twentieth century for example the relief society and sunday school launched their classwork for adults
and the MIA adopted such age group programs as the boy scouts
and beehive girls the auxiliaries also commenced publishing their
own periodicals including the improvement era juvenile instructor
Relic society magazine
childrens friend and relley
relicsociety
relief
amid this proliferation of auxiliary programs president joseph
F smith looked forward to the time
will understand its duty will
when every council of the priesthood
assume its own responsibility will magnify its calling and fill its place
in the church
when that day shall come there will not be so
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much necessity for work that is now being done by the auxiliary organizat
izations
ions

general priesthood committee was formed in 1908 to help
vitalize the priesthood under the chairmanship of elder david 0
mckay this committee introduced weekly ward priesthood meetings
and the practice of ordaining young men to aaronic priesthood offices at specified ages in some cases stake presidents sought permission to combine these priesthood sessions with either sunday
school or MIA in order to avoid adding an extra meeting to the
existing schedule at first the priesthood gatherings were scheduled
on monday evening but by the early 1920s sunday morning had become more popular
church leaders felt a definite need for correlating these expanding activities in 1907 the committee on adjustments representing
various auxiliary organizations recommended merging the similar
primary and religion class programs for children and also consoliamany
many years passed before
dating the churchs
churche magazines for adults 2 2many
these recommendations were implemented in 1913 president joseph
F smith organized the correlation committee to prevent unnecessary and undesirable duplication of work in the various auxiliary organizations elder david 0 mckay became chairman of this body
as well as of the general priesthood committee 3
in 1920 an expanded correlation committee was assigned tode
to define the relative roles not only of the auxiliaries but of the various
priesthood quorums as well the committee formulated three basic
premises to guide its work 1 the auxiliaries are helps to the
priesthood and therefore subject to its authority 2 programs exist
only to meet the needs of church members 3 all organizations
should adhere closely to their original inspired assignments A specific recommendation was that the sunday school should be given the
responsibility of formal theological instruction it should be extended to two hours and absorb priesthood class instruction 4
even though the first presidency concluded that under existing
circumstances some of the proposed changes were unnecessary and

the

joseph F smith in conference report
rorr
eort
rort

of

of jesus christ
the church ofjesus

of

latter day saints april

1906 p

3

arba C josephson history of the YWMIA
2marba

salt lake city young womens mutual improve-

ap 182 84
ment association 1955 pp
3marion
amarion
marion G romney the basics of priesthood correlation general priesthood board meeting 8
and 15 november 1967 p 2 church historical department salt lake city utah
report of the correlation social advisory committee to the first presidency 14 april 1921 MS
pp
ap 1 6 8 25 church historical department
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undesirable
many of the committees recommendations received
continued consideration for example in 1923 the first presidency
urged stake presidents and ward bishops to conduct monthly correlation meetings with their auxiliary executives 6 in addition church
leaders gave particular attention to the aaronic priesthood and in
1925 issued a list of standards which emphasized the importance
of quality supervision and regular quorum activity 7
5

NEW MEETING PATTERNS

by 1927 steps were being taken to implement sweeping modifications church wide under instruction from the first presidency
the council of the twelve sponsored the move A special committee consisted of elders david 0 mckay joseph fielding smith
and stephen L richards
fundamental principles
two important guiding principles determined the course folchood
lowed in planning the pries
thood auxiliary movement
priesthood
1 the priesthood was to assume its proper place at the center
and core of all church activity declared the presiding bishopric

the priesthood

the very foundation upon which the church is built
as also the framework which supports the structure it is the most potent means of real service unless the quorums of the priesthood generally are trained and active in the performance of their duties there cannot be the progress that there should be 8
is

official publications made frequent reference to president joseph F
smiths 1906 prophesy of a time when the priesthood would more
completely understand and fulfill its duty
2 church programs needed to be simplified because all church
organizations served the same groups of members elder melvin J
ballard asserted that there must be one unified simplified program
for this work no one organization in the church can do everything
for the entire group there has been delegated to each organization
its specific field he noted the frequent duplication in the lessons
and activities of the priesthood quorums and auxiliary organizations

dirst
first presidency to the council of the twelve 7 june 1922 church historical department
6first
first presidency circular letter 8 march 1923 church historical department
aaronic priesthood standards improvement era 29 december 1925203 04
1928 257
weekly ward priesthood meetings improvement era 31 january 1928257

108

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1979

3

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 19, Iss. 1 [1979], Art. 7

and explained that the priesthood auxiliary plan was conceived as a
solution to ia rather complicated situation that was arising because of
this competition and rivalry and multiplicity of meetings 9

the church

sunday school

president heberj
heberd grant made the first public announcement of
the priesthood auxiliary movement at the october 1927 general
conference when he explained that theological instruction was being
shifted from weekly priesthood meetings to the sunday school
this plan was amplified the following month in instructions
from the council of the twelve and from the general superintend
superin tendency of the sunday school quorums or priesthood groups as such
would no longer meet weekly but only monthly to consider their
duties and assignments

the hours

from ten to twelve sunday morning have been designated as
a most suitable time for the study of the gospel by all members of the
church both male and female it is suggested therefore that all members holding the priesthood meet at this time not as quorums
Qu orums but as
members of the church sunday school in which classes will be organized to suit the age capacity and calling of each 10

youth age groupings were adjusted to coincide with priesthood divisions three classes would serve all boys and girls of deacon teacher
and priest ages respectively with lessons prepared under the direction
year missionary training class
of the presiding bishopric A new one
oneyear
was created for twenty one year olds and those called on full time
missions the parents class for adults was renamed gospel doctrine and would study courses provided by the council of the
twelve and the first council of the seventy priesthood quorum and
sunday school officials were to cooperate in selecting class instructors who would be subject to sunday school regulations
sunday school superintendent david 0 mckay declared that
ty nine year history of
seventy
1928 marked a distinct epoch in the seven
sunday school because courses of study were now prescribed by the
general authorities departments were adapted to the needs of
priesthood quorums
qu orums sunday morning was set apart as the best time
for gospel study for all members of the church and priesthood

melvina
meivin
melvln
melvin
Melvi
melvinj
nJJ ballard

the church

new priesthood MIA plan

era 31 july
ouly 1928744
21
november 1927620
192762021

improvement

sunday school juvenile instructor 62

45
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courses were now studied coeducationally he observed the sunday school takes its proper place as a helper as an aid to the priest-

hood

the

11

priesthood MIA

even though the twelves official instructions concerning the
church sunday school recommended only monthly rather than
weekly priesthood meetings the general authorities notably the
presiding bishopric still felt the need of the weekly gatherings the
bishopric stressed the need for the training of all priesthood members in the performance of their duties and for developing quorum
identity 12
the concept of holding these weekly priesthood activity meetings in conjunction with the mutual improvement association was
developed during the opening weeks of 1928 and in march church
leaders announced the new priesthood MIA plan
president rudger clawson of the council of the twelve explained
plained by revelation the lord has indicated two great avenues
through which the priesthood of his church should function viz
in study and in activity therefore the duties of the priesthood bearers would include studying the gospel in the appropriate class on
sunday mornings and also attending an activity meeting in conjunction with the MIA on tuesday evenings at which time assignments for priesthood service would be considered A separate weekly
priesthood meeting was thereby eliminated elder clawson urged
each stake to initiate the new plan as soon as possible we recognize that the plans and work herewith submitted are comprehensive
and to some extent novel questions will naturally arise as they are
put into operation he promised that the general authorities
would be available to answer these questions and to confer with
stake leaders concerning their problems 13
the plan for tuesday evenings called for a forty five minute
business and instruction meeting for each priesthood quorum or
group within the ward during this same time the young ladies
departments would consider lessons related to the growth and de

0

mckay the church sunday school its growth and cominstructor 63 oune
prehensiveness juvenile
act tct
june 1928299 303 the new priesthood plan improvement
era 31 july
ouly 1928792 94
presiding bishopric circular letter 21 october 1927
the priesthood MIA plan improvement era 31 april and july 19285l6
1928516 17 744 priesthood quorums
Qu orums improvement era 32 october 19291036
ibid

pp
ap 620 26

david
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velopment of girlhood young womanhood and motherhood afterwards
terwards the MIA would sponsor an hour long activity period for
all members each one going to the group to which he or she has
been assigned according to age groups and preference
these activities would be social literary recreational etc 14
age groups for the young men were coordinated with the priesthood ordinations deacons would be scouts the new vanguards
Van guards
program was created for young men of teacher age M men would
include priests and unmarried elders similar programs were provided
for the girls with the seniors being renamed gleaners
Glea ners
cleaners
the same persons were to direct both the priesthood meetings
and the MIA activity periods remember MIA officials pointed
out the best men should now be available for these positions as
they will give leadership to both groups 15
church leaders saw this plan as placing the MIA in its proper
role as an auxiliary to the priesthood we recognize that the priesthood is the very life of the church while the sunday school provided the setting for gospel study the MIA could help the priesthood in the leisure time field
if we are yielding something
elder ballard commented it is to help keep the priesthood where it
belongs at the head of the procession 111616

revitalizing

THE

melchizedek priesthood

priestchurch leaders expressed their hopes for the melchizedek priest
hood in these words
a
over a hundred years the lord has had in his church
force for good but until recently part of this force the quorums of
the priesthood has been left un utilized
the clarion call for the
present is to turn this potentiality into actuality 17

for

first melchizedek priesthood handbook 1928
gul
guideor
Gui
defor
in 1928 the church issued A guidefor
deor quorums of the melchizedek priesthood in his preface elder rudger clawson wrote
this guide contains suggestions for the promotion of the spirit of
brotherhood and of personal and quorum activity among those who

the priesthood

MIA plan

improvement

era

31

april 1928517

19

524 25
ibid pp
ap 52425
16handhook
handbook of the young mens and young womens mutual improvement associations salt lake city
general boards of the MIA 1928 ap
pp 22 24 ballard new priesthood MIA plan improvement era
31

july 1928744

45

in the realm of quorum activity published under the authority of the council of twelve apostles
salt lake city deseret book 1931 p 3

ill
lil
lii
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hold the priesthood the essential thought being that by a simple but
definite organization for quorum activity the miscellaneous and scattered undertakings of the priesthood may be concentrated and made
more effective for the good of the priesthood and the church 18

the guide

may well be recognized as the churchs
churche first melchizedek priesthood handbook its material was quoted repeatedly and extensively
ten sively in subsequent instructions and it became the foundation
for later handbooks when elder john A widtsoe compiled his
priesthood and church government a decade later he drew heavily from
this work

quorum objectives
in his preface to the guide elder clawson challenged priesthood
quorums to reach their potential
the priesthood of god on earth has been organized into quorums
for the mutual good of the members and for the advancement of the
church A quorum which meets merely to study lessons only partially
accomplishes its purposes
the spirit of brotherhood should be the
directing force in all the plans and operations of the quorum if this
spirit be cultivated wisely and persistently no other organization will
become more attractive to the man who holds the priesthood
every quorum member should so thoroughly identify himself with
his quorum that it would become as it were a clearing house for all the
serious affairs of his life for example the spiritual labors of the priesthood such as ward teaching visiting the sick of service in the auxiliary associations should be reported to the quorum as the converging
point of his church activities 19

A main purpose of a quorum of the priesthood the guide asserted was to help every individual member of the quorum and his
family to attain a condition of thorough well being in body mind
and spirit every need of a man holding the priesthood should be the

concern of the quorum to which he belongs the handbook continued one great purpose of the priesthood quorum is to develop a
1120
20
group of brethren who will care for each others welfare 3120
church leaders described the new era confronting the priesthood as characterized by greater activity they affirmed that
every quorum should have something to do that an idle quorum
is not only a useless but potentially a dangerous unit in the priest

gurre
guide
agr
gul
18a
A Gui
guidefor
dejor
for quorums of the melchizedek priesthood 1928 p 4
defor
ibid ap
pp 3 4
ibid ap
pp 24 26
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hood it is vital to the priesthood that it be kept active to allow any
quorum to stagnate is to invite decay 21

in the same spirit elder clawson concluded

if the quorums of the

priesthood are to achieve and maintain the high standard of efficiency that is expected of them they must keep as their constant aim
22
service to their members and to the church 122121
standing committees
A guide for quorums of the melchizedek priesthood outlined the
creation of four standing committees whose duties reflected priesthood concerns
1
the personal welfare committee was concerned with personal fitness spiritual intellectual and financial as well as physical and
with the individuals relationships to his family church country and
fel lowmen
2 the class instruction committee distributed lesson leaflets
and directed how courses of study were to be taught
3 the church service committee promoted ward teaching missionary work and other activity in church organizations it also encouraged
cou raged instruction in performing ordinances
4 the miscellaneous activities committee gathered and compiled useful information planned social and athletic events and assisted with transportation
qu orums though
this committee system of administering quorums
modified somewhat from time to time continued until 1964 when it
was supplemented by the home teaching program

strengthening

THE AARONIC

priesthood

the

1928 priesthood auxiliary movement continued the emphasis on improving aaronic priesthood programs and leadership
which had begun earlier during the decade church leaders devoted
considerable thought to how the aaronic priesthood should be
strengthened even further their attention focused on qualifications
for missionary service and on the various church organizations
working with the youth expanding on the concept of the priesthood MIA they realized that there should be and necessarily must

organizing the quorum for service improvement era
12 12council
council of the twelve circular letter 31 may 1930

31

may 1928614
614
1928 164
6l4
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be correlation of the work of these various agencies
1123
3325
23
young men for missionary activity 3323

to prepare

aaronic priesthood correlation plan 1931
after extensive preparation the aaronic priesthood correlation
plan was introduced at a special meeting held 4 april 1931 in conjunction with the general conference quorums would emphasize
performance of ordinances and other priesthood duties and would
provide for social and fraternal needs the sunday school would
teach gospel principles and ordinances church history and doctrine
programs of the young mens mutual improvement association
would provide proper application of gospel principles to personal
habits and conduct this would include the physical moral mental
social vocational recreational cultural as well as the spiritual dimensions
men sions of the young mens lives seminaries were to provide weekday formal education in the scriptures and church history 24
the above assignments did not represent a redefinition of the
roles of these church organizations but the contribution of the new
plan was to correlate the work of these agencies more completely
than ever before under the personal direction of the bishopric a
monthly ward correlation meeting coordinated the efforts of executives and teachers working with the boys in aaronic priesthood
quorums
qu orums sunday school and YMMIA special attention was given
to leadership training and to involving the youth in planning and
more importance was placed on the
directing their own activities 2525more
men working directly with the youth church leaders reaffirmed that
the same outstanding individuals who served as leaders of the scouts
Vanguards
vanguards and M men should also be the supervisors of the deacons teachers and priests quorums respectively this consolidation
would not only bring desired correlation but would also expand the
influence of these key leaders the presiding bishopric had declared
there is no work required of those who hold the priesthood which
carries with it greater responsibility and greater opportunity for real
26
service than training young men 1126

the

place of the Auxilia
fias
fies
ties
auxiliaries

under the new correlation plan
15

minutes of the aaronic priesthood convention

each auxiliary was to have a

4

april

1931

p 3 church historical

depart-

ment
ibid
ibid pp
ap 4 9 10
16 16aaronic
aaronic priesthood activity

improvement

era

32

september 1929957
1929 957
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definite role to play elder george albert smith who served as YMMIA superintendent agreed

we

have stressed sunday school we have stressed MIA and have
succeeded wonderfully but while we have been doing that in some instances we have overlooked the fact that sunday school is but an auxiliary MIA is but an auxiliary of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints while priesthood is an essential part of the church some
priesthood leaders have felt that they did not have the cooperation of
the auxiliary workers and some of the auxiliary workers have thought
that the men in the priesthood were not interested in the auxiliaries
some who have majored in sunday school have apparently thought
that it was the most important and some MIA leaders have appeared
to be little concerned about the sunday school or the priesthood but
have been enthusiastic about MIA 27

elder melvin J ballard also a member of the YMMIA superintendency wanted every boy to be active in scouting which is the
first stepping stone to bring him into the deacons quorum similarly he saw sponsoring basketball as a means to a greater end the
emphasis on physical conditioning and on the teams being successful should help the young man to put his life into such shape that
he can succeed

3728
1128
1728
28

elaborating on the role of the auxiliaries president J reuben
clark jr urged that the MIA like other organizations should stress
building testimonies of the gospel so that the youth may live in
accordance with its lofty principles there were also other great
truths which should be taught he believed that the primary and
the MIA were particularly well suited to give spiritual instruction
in music art literature drama etc nevertheless president clark
concluded these cultural activities should be the handmaid of
righteousness and spirituality
OTHER

29

activities correlated

thrust of the priesthood auxiliary movement was to
coordinate more fully the programs of various agencies serving given
groups of latter day saints this spirit of correlation and consolidation affected a variety of church activities

the prime

minutes of the aaronic priesthood convention 4 april 1931 p 6
28 28melvin
melvln J ballard aaronic priesthood correlation and the YMMIA
meivin
melvin
may 1932424
1932 424
clark jr the place of the MIA in the church programs
dark
29j
J reuben oark
133
155 35
153
march 1936
1956
1936133

improvement

era

35

improvement

era

39
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the

1928 priesthood MIA program provided that genealogy

might be one of the electives for the adult department during the
MIA sponsored activity period on tuesday evenings by 1929 most
wards had opted for this alternative and were therefore able to eliminate the formerly separate weekly genealogy meeting
similarly the priesthood auxiliary movements spirit of simplifying church programs was seen in the decision to combine the
two MIA sponsored magazines since 1889 the young womens
womensjour
journal had served the young ladies mutual improvement association
as its official organ in 1897 the improvement era replaced the contributor as the official publication of the young mens association As
the work of the two MIAs came more and more to be united the
idea of consolidating these two magazines gained popularity at the
1929
june conference a storybook wedding dramatized the union of
1929june
the two publications the name improvement era was retained because it fit the two associations equally the first of the combined
issues appeared in november 1929 not only had the size been enlarged but other improvements in format were made as well As
noted above the consolidation of these magazines had been proposed
as early as 1907 by the committee on adjustments
another of this committees recommendations was also carried
out during the year 1929 beginning in 1878 the primary association provided religious training for boys and girls one afternoon
each week another program organized in 1890 to supplement secular instruction in public elementary schools was the religion class
this auxiliary usually met on thursday afternoons and stressed religious instruction while the primary met earlier in the week and focused on religious activity in 1929 the first presidency approved the
consolidation of these similar weekday programs for elementary
school children

30

difficulties

IN THE

priesthood AUXILIARY

MOVEMENT

As has been seen the priesthood auxiliary movement inaugurated in 1928 called for the elimination of separate priesthood meet-

ings quorum members were to study gospel doctrine in the
priesthood activity meetings held in
church sunday school
conjunction with MIA on tuesday nights were to include discussion of quorum business and instruction in priesthood duties

first presidency circular letter 29 may 1929

116
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As early as 1929 church leaders acknowledged that even though

the sunday morning study program was functioning well the
tuesday evening activity meetings were not being conducted with
that degree of clearness and energy necessary to maintain interest
consequently priesthood meeting attendance declined from 21 in
155
in 1928 5131 the presidents of many leading stakes
1926 to 15.5
155
the presiding bishopric reported hoped that in the near future the
priesthood might again meet separately from the MIA concerned
about this decline in attendance the bishopric recommended returning to the former pattern of holding priesthood meetings on sunday
morning in order to better train priesthood bearers and to build quorum identity 32
adjusting priesthood meeting schedules
in 1930 the presiding bishopric authorized local leaders to schedule priesthood meetings at whatever time would secure the best attendance and activity and could remain unchanged throughout the
year specific options included holding these meetings tuesday night
with the MIA or on sunday mornings either in conjunction with or
33
apart from the sunday school 35
A review of minute books from this period reveals that many
wards never made the shift to tuesday night in the first place and
that sunday morning continued to be the overwhelmingly preferred
priesthood meeting time
allowing more flexibility led to new problems many wards experienced
perien ced difficulties in scheduling priesthood meetings to elimi1955 the general authorities di1935
1953
nate this confusion beginning in 1933
rected that priesthood business be conducted in the sunday school
34
class either before or following the lesson 54
beginning in 1935 another plan provided for half hour quorum business meetings and separate sessions for sisters to follow directly after the sunday school
lessons 35 A third modification in 1937 provided for twenty five min
ute aaronic priesthood and simultaneous girls sessions to precede
sunday school lessons and for melchizedek priesthood business to be
conducted in the gospel doctrine class 36 none of these variations

quorums
Qu orums improvement era 32 october 19291036 40 statistics supplied by the
church
chu ch historical department
32presiding bishopric journal
11 march 1929 3 february 1930 church historical department
33 33priesthood
816
priesthood quorums
8l6
1930816
Qu orums improvement era 33 october 1930
31 council of the twelve circular letter 31 january 1933
351bid
ibid 10 september 1935
361bid
ibid 15 january 1937
wpriesthood
priesthood
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proved completely satisfactory
priesthood meetings altogether

and many wards ceased holding

discontinuing the priesthood auxiliary movement
petitions from stakes to hold priesthood meetings before sunday
school continued in a steady stream by 11 may 1937 bishop sylvester Q cannon recommended to the first presidency that aaronic priesthood meetings be held at a separate time from any other or1137
37
A committee representing the twelve presiding
ganization 1157
bishopric and sunday school considered this matter during the following months A very thorough and extensive questionnaire covering every phase of the problem was sent to ward stake and quorum leaders it disclosed an overwhelming sentiment in favor of a
separate meeting for the priesthood preferably scheduled near the

sunday school hour 38
the change was announced by the council of the twelve in a
circular letter in october 1937 A separate hour long quorum or
group meeting should be held each week just before or following
sunday school or on a wee
weeknight
knight additional monthly meetings
would be required only if a quorums
qu orums membership was divided
among two or more wards sunday school was shortened to ninety
minutes and assumed the pattern which would characterize its work
for many years 39
thus ended the priesthood auxiliary movement which for a
decade had sought to combine weekly priesthood meetings with
those of the sunday school and MIA introducing the 1937 anno
nouncement elder john A widtsoe declared that the change was
in line with progress he affirmed that
is its authoritative priesthood
foundation of the church
priesthood gives life to the church
the progress of the
church depends upon the activity of the priesthood when the priesthood is active the church surges forward when inactive the church
creeps along

the
the

elder widtsoe declared that the priesthood quorums must be examples to all other organizations necessarily if a man must choose
between loyalty to his priesthood quorum and some other church

3presiding
presiding bishopric

journal

18

february 1935 17 november 1936

11

may and 22 september

1937

of the joint committee of the council of the twelve and first council of the seventy
october 1937 p 107 church historical department
39 council of the twelve circular letter 28 october 1937
38

38minutes
minutes

5
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organization however good his duty is to the quorum elder wid
etsoe
tsoe believed that priesthood quorums must assume preeminence in
all church activities and so suggested the slogan the priesthood

quorum first 114040
Widt soes language closely paralleled statenotice how elder widtsoes
ments made when the program was inaugurated ten years earlier
this is a classic illustration of how specific programs and activities
may change while basic principles and goals remain constant

contributions

OF THE

priesthood

AUXILIARY MOVEMENT

although the priesthood auxiliary movement

as such lasted

only ten years its achievements have continued to influence church
organizations and activities it focused attention on principles that
would later be reemphasized with the implementation of priesthood
correlation in the 1960s
the general authorities placed great stress on the primacy of
the priesthood in church organization and function the auxiliaries
role as helps to the priesthood was reflected in the sunday schools
assuming responsibility for basic theological study and in the MIAs
being described as the activity arm of the priesthood the
churche first melchizedek priesthood handbook sought to strengthchurchs
en quorums by defining their objectives emphasizing the vital importance of activity and service stressing a spirit of brotherhood and
by outlining a more effective organization
the priesthood auxiliary movement also encouraged a conscious effort at simplifying church meetings and activities general
authorities declared that there must be but one unified program
serving any given group of latter day saints specific consolidations
that continued to benefit the church included shifting the formerly
koung
separate weekly genealogy class to the MIA merging the young
womens journal with the improvement era and amalgamating the afternoon programs of the religion class and primary the aaronic
priesthood correlation plan instituted monthly correlation meetings to coordinate the efforts of all organizations working with the
youth unifying the age groupings in these organizations further facilitated
ted cooperation in fact the ideal was to have the same qualified
cilita
cilitatedcooperation
people serving a given youth group in both priesthood and auxiliary
capacities

john
1937 760
1937760

A

Widt soe
widtsoe

the

priesthood quorum comes first

improvement

era 40

december
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not

all these goals were achieved during the 1930s but they
were not forgotten during later decades many have now been attained As church leaders direct the unfolding of priesthood correlation they can rely on experience gained during the relatively un-

known yet significant priesthood auxiliary movement
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